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SERIOUS  CONSIDERATIONS, 
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FeLLO  IV-  Cl  T I  ZENS, 

THE  time  is  drawing  near,  when  you  will 
be  called  to  give  your  voice  in  the  eledion  of  a  Prefi- 
dent.  In  the  exercife  of  this  important  privilege,  it 
will  be  granted,  that  great  deliberation  is  neceflary  t 
and  that  .upon  the  choice  of  a  fuitable  perfon  depends, 
under  Divine  Providence,  the  prolperity  of  our  nation. 
A  few  confiderations,  therefore,  will  be  received  by 
you  with  candour,  and  allowed  all  the  weight  to 
which  you  may  think  them  entitled.  The  wnter  of 
them  has  neither  held,  nor  does  he  exped  ever  to 
hold  any  office  under  government ;  he  means  not  to 
be  an  advocate  for  any  particular  man  ;  he  is  not  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  mere  regard  to  the  political  principles  of 
any  party  ;  but,  if  his  heart  deceive  him  not,  by  a 
sincere  delire  ior  the  public  welfare. 

It  is  well  underilood  that  the  Honorable  Thomas 
Jdlerlon  is  a  candidate  for  the  Chief  Magiftracy  of 
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the  United  States,  and  that  a  number  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  will  give  him  all  their  fupport.  I  would  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  dictate  to  you  who  ought  to  be  Prefident,  but 
entreat  you  to  hear  with  patience  my  reafons  why  hs 
ought  not. 

To  the  declarations  of  difintereftednefs  and  fmce- 
rity  already  made,  I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that  I 
have  no  perfonal  refentment  whatever  againft  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  and  that  it  is  with  pain  I  oppofe  him  ;  that  I 
never  was  in  his  company,  and  would  hardly  know 
him  ;  that  I  honor  him  as  holding  a  high  office  in 
government ;  that  I  admire  his  talents,  and  feel 
grateful  for  the  fervices  which  he  has  'been  inftru- 
mental  in  rendering  to  his  country ;  and  that  my 
obje&ion  to  his  being  promoted  to  the  Presidency  is 
founded  fingly  upon  his  diibelief  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  ;  or,  in  other  words,  his  reje&ionof  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  and  open  profeffion  of  Deifrn. 

Notwithftanding  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  and  the  proofs  of  his  Deiftical  principles 
which  have  been  partly  publiffied,  at  different  times, 
there  are  fome  who  kill  doubt ;  or,  if  they  admit  the 
truth,  are  difpofedto  fay  that  he  is  no  worfe  than  his 
opponents.  Whether  he  is  worfe  or  not  will  be  fhown 
hereafter.  When  the  fpirit  of  party  is  fo  violent  as 
we  have  feen  it  in  this  country,  and  the  vileft  calum¬ 
nies  have  been  propagated  refpe&ing  the  belt  charac¬ 
ters,  it  is  not  furprifmg  that  the  reports  which  are  cir¬ 
culated  lhould  be  received  with  caution,  efpecially 
when  there  is  not  ready  accefs  to  the  higheft  and  molt 
infallible  fources  of  information.  I  fhall  endeavour 
in  this  addrefs,  to  prelent  to  your  view  the  colle&ive 
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evidence  of  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  principles  as  to  religion, 
and  ffiow  you  why  fuch  a  man  ought  not  to  be  honor¬ 
ed  and  entrufted  with  the  office  of  chief  magiftrate. 
This  I  hope  to  do  principally  from  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  own 
writings,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  that  neither  he  or  any 
of  his  friends  ffiall  be  able  juftly  to  charge  me  with 
the  leafl  mifreprefentation. 

Befides  the  publications  acknowledged  by  a  man, 
fome  dependence  may  be  fairly  placed  upon  his  gene¬ 
ral  chara&er,  and  his  converfation  as  related  by  men 
of  intelligence  and  veracity.  The  world  is  feldom 
miftaken  as  to  a  man’s  talents  and  moral  principles  ; 
and  we  fafely  rely  upon  refpe&able  teftimony.  The 
avowal,  therefore,  of  fentiments  in  converfation 
which  ffiall  be  related,  cannot  be  doubted,  from  the 
nature  of  the  authority  ;  and  our  belief  will  be 
ftrengthened  when  this  is  viewed  in  connection  with 
the  written  evidence. 

In  the  work  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  intitled  cc  Notes  on 
<c  the  Jiate  of  Virginia  ”  what  he  fays  on  the  fubjedt  of 
the  deluge,  is  a  clear  proof  of  his  difrefpe£t  for  divine 
revelation.  He  oppofes  the  opinion,  that  the  ffiells 
found  on  the  tops  of  high  mountains  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  proof  of  an  univerfal  deluge.  He  endea¬ 
vours  to  ffiow,  that  if  the  whole  contents  of  the  atmof- 
phere  were  water,  the  lands  could  be  overflowed  to  the 
height  of  52  1-2  feet  only,  and  that  in  Virginia  this 
would  be  a  very  fmall  proportion  even  of  the  cham¬ 
paign  country.  He  reje&s  a  fecond  opinion,  that  “  the 
4C  bed  of  the  ocean,  has,  by  fome  great  convulfion  of 
<c  nature,  been  heaved  to  the  heights  at  which  we  now 
“  find  ffiells  and  other  remains  of  marine  animals.” 
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He  reje&s  likewife  a  third  folution  fuggefted  by  Vol¬ 
taire.— u  There  is  a  wonder,”  fays  Mr.  JefFerfon, 
<c  fomewhere  ;  is  it  greateit  on  this  branch  of  the  di- 
*4  lemma,  on  that  which  fuppofes  the  exiftence  of  a 
44  power,  of  which  we  have  no  evidence  in  any  other 

cafe ;  or  on  the  hrft,  which  requires  us  to  believe 
Ci  the  creation  of  a  body  of  water,  and  its  fubfequent 
44  annihilation  ?  The  three  hypothefes  are  equally  unfa- 
44  tisfa^ory,  and  we  mull  be  contented  to  acknow- 
44  ledge,  that  this  great  phenomenon  is  as  yet  unfolv- 
44  ed.  Ignorance  is  preferable  to  error ;  and  he  is 
44  lefs  remote  from  the  truth  who  believes  nothing-* 
4,4  than  he  who  believes  what  is  wrong.”  * 

Let  it  be  remarked  here,  that  could  Mr.  JefFerfon 
found,  what  he  thought  evidence,  that  the  waters  had 
ever  covered  the  highefl  mountains,  he  would  have 
admitted  that  folution  as  to  the  fhells ;  but  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  fhow  the  improbability  of  fuch  a  quantity  of 
water  being  produced,  and  confeqently  dilcredits  the 
facred  hiftory.  The  account  given  by  the  infpired 
writer,  is,  44  All  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
44  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were  open- 
44  ed,  and  the  rain  was  upon  the  earth  forty  days  and 
44  forty  nights.  And  the  waters' prevailed  exceedingly 
44  upon  the  earth  ;  and  all  the  high  hilluhat  were  under 
44  the  whole  heaven  were  covered .  Fifteen  cubits  upwards 
64  did  the  waters  prevail \  and  the  mountains  were  co • 

*  Page  28,  to  p.  3 1 -—The  edition  which  I  life  is  that  printed 
in  Philadelphia,  1788*  Mr.  JefFerfon  has  publilhed,  fo  late  as  the 
preterit  year,  an  appendix  to  this  work  ;  but  it  relates  wholly  to 
the  murder  of  'Logan’s  family.  There  is  not  a  retraction  of,  or 
even  an  apology  for  any  of  his  fentiments,  though  he  knows  they 
have  been  repeatedly  cenfured. 
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<c  vered” f  Mofes  mentions  two  caufes  of  the  deluge ; 
the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up ,  and  the 
•windows  of  heaven  were  opened;  but  Mr.  Jefferfon  does 
not  fo  much  as  name  this  old  philofopher,  while  he 
mdiredly  denies  the  fads,  or,  like  other  infidels, 
cannot  {till  get  water  enough  to  cover  the  mountains. 
Even  a  miracle  is  not  fufficient  with  him,  or  rather 
his  faith  is  too  weak  to  receive  a  miracle .  Requires  us9 
fays  he,  to  believe  the  creation  of  a  body  of  water  and  its 
fubfequent  annihilation .  He  is  at  liberty  to  philofo- 
phize,  if  he  pleafes,  on  the  caufes  of  the  deluge ;  it  is 
not  my  bufinefs  at  prefent  (and  I  beg  that  it  may  be 
remembered)  to  refute  his  principles ;  but  only  to 
fhow  their  inconfiflency  wdth  the  Holy  Scriptures.  I 
am  not  called  then  to  controvert  his  pofitions,  that 
ignorance  is  preferable  to  error ,  and  that  he  is  lefs  re - 
mote  from  the  truth  who  believes  nothing ,  than  he  who 
believes  what  is  wrong  ;  but  I  will  be  permitted  to  fay, 
that  it  is  fafefl  for  him  to  believe  the  Mofaic  account 
of  the  deluge,  though  he  fhould  never  find  out  a  fatis- 
fadory  foiution  ;  yea,  though  he  fnould  adopt  a  wrong 
one. 

Again,  upon  the  queftion,  Whence  the  firfl  inha¬ 
bitants  of  America  originated  ?  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  of 
opinion,  that  there  are  among  the  Indians  a  great 
variety  of  languages  radically  different,  and  from 
this  circumftance,  he  argues  the  impoffibility  of  their 
having  emigrated  from  Afia.  His  words  are,  “  Ar- 
“  ranging  them  under  the  radical  ones  to  which  they 
<c  may  be  palpably  traced,  and  doing  the  fame  by  thofe 
€c  of  the  red  men  of  Afia,  there  will  be  found  proba- 


f  Genefis  vii.  11,  12,  19,  2c. 
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5<:  bly,  twenty  In  America,  for  one  in  Afia,  of  thofe 
“  radical  languages,  fo  called,  becaufe  if  they  were 
“  ever  the  fame,  they  have  loft  all  refemblance  to 
<c  one  another.  A  feparation  into  dialers  may  be 
ec  the  work  of  a  few  ages  only,  but  for  two  dialeds 
“  to  recede  from  one  another  till  they  have  loft  all 
<c  veftiges  of  their  common  origin,  muft  require  an 
cc  immenfe  courfe  of  time  ;  perhaps  not  lefs  than  ma- 
iC  ny  people  give  to  the  age  of  the  earth .  A  greater 
cc  number  of  thofe  radical  changes  of  language  hav- 
cc  ing  taken  place  among  the  red  men  of  America, 
<c  proves  them  of  greater  antiquity  than  thofe  of 
“  Afia.”#  I  will  not  afk  him  here,  what  time  he  gives 
to  the  age  of  the  earth  ?  Whether  he  believes  the 
feripture  chronology  ?  Or,  whether  he  believes  the 
earth  to  be  fourteen  thoufand  years  old,  judging  by 
the  lavas  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mount  Etna  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  he  depends  moft  on  the  authority  of  Mofes,  or  of 
Canonico  Recupero  ?f  What  I  wifh  to  be  remarked 
is,  that  if  the  Indians  did  not  emigrate  from  Afia, 
and  are  even  of  greater  antiquity  than  the  Afiatics, 
then  the  opinion  is  infmuated  that  they  are  a  diftinct 
race  of  men  originally  created  and  placed  in  America, 
contrary  to  the  facred  hiftory  that  all  mankind  have 
defeended  from  a  Angle  pair.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Lord  Kames,  and  is  fupported  by  the  fame  argu¬ 
ment  of  a  variety  of  languages,  in  his  Iketches  of  the 

*  Page  10S. 

•j-  This  man  has  been  engaged  in  writing  the  hiftory  of  Mount 
JEtna.  He  has  difeovered  a  lava  which,  he  fays,  muft  have  flowed 
from  the  mountain  at  leaft  fourteen  thoufand  years  ago.  The  Bi- 
fhop  of  the  Diocefe  adviied  him  to  take  care  not  to  make  his 
mountain  older  than  Mofes.  I  have  not  heard  the  iflue. 
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hiftory  of  Man.*  This  is  evidently  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  an  opinion  repugnant  to  facred  hiftory, 
to  the  exprefs  declaration  of  the  apoftle,  that  <c  God 
cc  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to 
cc  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,”  and  ftriking  at 
the  root  of  the  plan  of  falvation  revealed  in  the  gofpel. 
To  whom  is  the  gofpel  to  be  preached  ?  To  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Adam  only.  To  thofe  of  whom  Adam  was 
the  natural  and  federal  head.  Salvation  is  purchafed, 
and  can  be  offered  to  no  other  race.  “  As  in  Adam 
cc  all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift  fhali  all  be  made  alive, 
“  The  firft  man  Adam  was  made  a  living  foul,  the 
“  laft  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  fpirit.”f 

Every  doubt  will  be  removed  as  to  the  fentiment 
of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  when  we  confider  what  he  afferts 
more  plainly  refpe&ing  the  negroes.  After  mention¬ 
ing  fome  diftinclions  between  them  and  the  white 
people,  he  fays,  “  There  are  other  phyfical  diftinc- 
“  tions  proving  a  differe?ice  of  race He  makes  the 
blacks  inferior  to  the  whites  in  reafon  and  imagina¬ 
tion.  He  profeffes  to  take  his  examples  not  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  but  among  the  blacks  born  in  this  country,  and 
who  have  enjoyed  confiderable  advantages.  He  de¬ 
nies  u  that  their  inferiority  is  the  effect  merely  of 
“  their  condition  of  life  fays,  that  they  improve  by 
mixture  with  the  whites ;  compares  them  with  the 

*  See  an  excellent  Effay  on  the  caufes  of  the  variety  of  com¬ 
plexion  and  figure  in  ihe  human  fpecies.  To  which  are  added, 
Strictures  on  Lord  Karnes’  difcourfe  on  the  original  diverfity  of 
mankind,  by  the  R.ev.  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Smith.  This  work  has 
juftly  acquired  reputation  in  America  and  Europe,  and  has  been 
tranflated  into  feveral  languages. 

t  i*  Cor.  xv.  22,  45* 
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Romanflaves  who  excelled  in  arts  and  fcience,  but  who 
44  were  of  the  race  of  whites and  after  a  long  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  fubjedt,  concludes  in  this  fingular  man¬ 
ner.  44  I  advance  it  therefore  as  a  fufpicion  only,  that 
44  the  blacks,  whether  originally  a  didindt  race,  or 
44  made  didindt  by  time  and  circumdances,  are  infe- 
44  rior  to  the  whites  in  the  endowments  both  of  body 
44  and  mind.  It  is  not  again d  experience  to  fuppofe, 
44  that  different  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus,  or  varieties 
44  of  the  fame  fpecies,  may  poffefs  different  qualifica- 
44  tions.  Will  not  a  lover  of  natural  hidory  then,  one 
44  wrho  views  the  gradations  in  all  the  races  of  animals 
44  with  the  eye  of  philofophy,  excufe  an  effort  to  keep 
44  thofe  in  the  department  of  man  as  didindt  as  nature 
44  has  formed  them 

Can  any  man  now  doubt  of  Mr.Jefferfon’s  real  opin¬ 
ion,  and  of  that  opinion  being  diredtly  oppofite  to  divine 
revelation  ?  In  his  conclufion  he  betrays,  like  a  true 
infidel,  an  inconddency  with  himfelf.  Having  labor¬ 
ed  to  point  out  phyfical  and  moral  didindtions  be¬ 
tween  the  Whites  and  the  Blacks,  he  advances  it  at 
lad  44  as  a  fufpicion  only,*’  that  the  latter  were  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  former ;  having  exprefsly  afferted,  that 
the  didindtions  mentioned, 44  prove  a  difference  of  race  f 
now  he  modedly  conveys  the  doubt,  44  whether  ori- 
44  ginaliy  a  didindt  race,  or  made  didindt  by  time  and 
44  circumdances.”  Would  a  man  who  believes  in  a 
divine  revelation  even  hint  a  fufpicion  of  this  kind  ? 
The  lad  fentence,  however,  though  curious,  is  clear 
enough  as  to  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  real  fentiment.  It  feems 
that  he  views  his  difcuflion  as  44  an  effort  to  keep 

*  Page  147  to  p.  154. 


cc  thofe  In  the  department  of  man  as  diflinct  as  nature 
has  formed  them,”  and  he  prays  to  be  excused.  Ob- 
ferve  that  he  pleads  only  for  a  department ,  a  diftmtt 
one.  Will  the  philofopher  promife,  if  we  indulge  him, 
not  to  ufe  his  arguments  hereafter  in  favor  of  the  Ou- 
rang  Outang  ?  Will  he  engage  not  to  trouble  us,  by 
the  varieties  of  colour,  fhape,  and  fize,  to  fit  up  nu¬ 
merous  other  departments  ?  The  matter  is  too  feri- 
ous  to  jeft  with.  Sir,  we  excufe  you  not  !  You 
have  degraded  the  blacks  from  the  rank  which  God 
hath  given  them  in  the  fcale  of  being  !  You  have  ad¬ 
vanced  the  ftrongeft  argument  for  their  flate  of  flave- 
ry  !  You  have  infulted  human  nature  !  You  have 
contemned  the  word  of  truth  and  the  mean  of  falva- 
tion  !  And,  whether  you  will  excufe  us  or  not,  we  ex¬ 
clude  you,  in  your  prefent  belief,  from  any  depart¬ 
ment  among  Chriftians  1 

Though  the  fentiment  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  evident 
enough  to  every  attentive  reader,  yet  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  know  the  light  in  which  it  is  underflood  in. 
Europe.  The  Monthly  Reviewers  in  London,  in  re¬ 
viewing  his  Notes,  fay,  It  is  obfervable,  that  the 
“  Virginians,  foon  after  the  affertion  of  Independence, 
cc  appointed  a  committee  to  revife  their  code  of  Jaws,. 
“  and  though  the  emancipation  of  negro  Haves,  enter- 
“  ed  into  the  plan  of  reformation,  yet  the  idea  of  their 
<c  being  an  inferior  fpecies  of  the  human  genus,  go- 
<c  verned  their  regulations.”  After  quoting  the  whole 
paffage  iefpedling  the  blacks,  they  add,  “We  recolledt 
<c  a  tradl  relating  to  the  fugar  trade,  written  in  the 
“  nameof  John  Gardner  Karnes,  efq.  a  Jamaica  planter, 
c:  in  which  the  fame  argument  was  extended,  by  an 
cc  appeal  to  fa£h,  to  connedling  the  negroes  with  the 
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6C  Ourang  Outang.”*  This  latter  writer  endeavoured 
cc  to  prove  that  many  negroes  are  connected  in  blood 
cc  with  the  Ourang  Outang,  and  that  the  importation 
cc  of  them  contributed  to  humanize  the  descendants 

cc  of  brutes.”! 

Upon  a  plan  propofed  for  the  inditution  of  fchools 
in  the  date  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Jefferfon  fays,  “  indead 
of  putting  the  Bible  and  Tedament  in  the  hands  of 
ci  children,  at  an  age  when  their  judgments  are  not 
cc  fufficiently  matured  for  religious  inquiries,  their 
<c  memories  may  here  be  dored  with  the  mod:  ufeful 
tc  fa&s  from  Grecian,  Roman,  European  and  Ameri- 
“  can  hiftory.  The  fird  elements  of  morality  too  may 
be  inftilled  into  their  minds  ;  fuch  as,  when  farther 
<c  developed,  as  their  judgements  advance  indrength, 
lt  may  teach  them  how  to  work  out  their  own  greated 
“  happinefs,  &c.”|  He  mentions  the  Bible  at  lad: ; 
for  what  purpofe  is  eafily  feeri.  When  the  deluge 
and  the  origin  of  the  blacks  are  under  difcuflion,  we 
do  not  hear  a  word  about  it.  Mofes  is  treated  as  an 
hidorian  utterly  unworthy  of  his  notice. 

I  have  heard  objections  made  to  the  Bible  as  a  fchool 
book,  but  never  for  the  reafon  here  given.  A  large 
part  of  the  Bible  confids  of  hidory,  or  is  a  relation  of 
facts  ;  and  one  would  think  that  the  minds  of  children 
are  as  equal  to  thefe  as  to  any  other  ;  and  that  they 
would  be  more  ufeful  to  them  than  the  faCts  contained 

*  Vol.  785  p.  379. 

f  In  jiiiYice  to  M.  JefFerfon,  it  mufl  be  laid  that  he  is  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  emancipation  of  the  blacks  ;  though  unhappily,  he' 
has  raifed  one  of  the  greateft  obftacles,  by  denying  them  to  be 
the  fame  fpecics  with  the  whites. 

f  Page  157. 


in  profane  hiflory.  The  Bible  is  the  moll  ancient, 
and  the  only  authentic  hiflory  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Jefferfon  admits  that  “  the  firll  elements  of  morality 
“  may  be  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  children.”  Why 
not  the  firfl  elements  of  religion,  which  are  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  found  morality  ?  Are  the  minds  of  chil¬ 
dren  matured  for  the  one  and  not  for  the  other  ?  He 
has  not  told  us  when  it  is  proper  to  teach  them  a  little 
religion  ;  and  how  we  may  prevent,  in  the  mean  time 
irreligious  principles.  Indeed  we  hear  no  more  about 
religion  or  the  Bible  ;  nor  does  he  think  it  necelfary, 
for  thefe  elements  of  morality  may  teach  them  how  to 
work  Gilt  their  own  greateji  happinefs .  If  this  be  not 
a  deillical  education,  I  know  not  what  is.  Had  he 
prized  the  Bible,  and  been  properly  acquainted  with 
its  contents,  he  would  have  known  that  the  facts  re¬ 
lated  in  that  book  are  the  moll  ancient,  the  moll  au¬ 
thentic,  the  moll  interelling,  and  the  moll  ufeful  in 
the  world  ;  that  they  are,  above  all  others,  level  to  the 
capacities  of  children,  calculated  to  imprefs  their  ten¬ 
der  minds,  and  form  them  to  live  to  God,  to  their 
country,  and  to  themfelves. 

After  what  has  been  produced,  who  can  refufe  his 
belief  of  what  I  fhall  now  relate  ?  When  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  John  B.  Smith  refided  in  Virginia,  the  famous 
Mazzei  happened  one  night  to  be  his  guelt.  Dr. 
Smith  having  as  ufual,  alfembled  his  family  for  even¬ 
ing  devotions,  the  circumflance  occafioned  fome  dif- 
courfe  on  religion,  in  which  the  Italian  made  no  fe- 
cret  of  his  infidel  principles.  In  the  courfe  of  con- 
verfation  he  remarked  to  Dr.  Smith,  “  Why  your 
“  great  philofopher  and  flatefman,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  is 
“  rather  farther  gone  in  infidelity  than  I  am  j”  and 
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related,  in  confirmation,  the  following  anecdote  ;  that 
as  he  was  once  riding  with  Mr.  Jefferfon,  he  expreffed 
his  “  furprife  that  the  people  of  this  country  take  no 
“  better  care  of  their  public  buildings.”  What  build¬ 
ings  ?”  exclaimed  Mr.  Jefferfon.  “Is  not.  that  a 
church  ?”  replied  he,  pointing  to  a  decayed  edifice. 
“  Yes”  a^fwered  Mr.  Jefferfon.  “  I  am  aflonifhed,” 
faid  the  other,  “  that  they  permit  it  to  be  in  fo  ruin¬ 
ous  a  “  condition.”  “  It  is  good  enough ,”  rejoined 
Mr.  Jefferfon,”  for  him  that  was  horn  in  a  manger  !  /” 
Such  a  contemptuous  fling  at  the  bleffed  Jefus,  could 
iffue  from  the  lips  of  no  other  than  a  deadly  foe  to  his 
name  and  his  caufe.# 

There  is  another  paflfage  in  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  Notes 
which  requires  the  mo  ft  ferious  attention.  In  fhowing 
that  civil  rulers  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  confcience,  and  that  the  legitimate  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  extend  to  fuch  aQs  only  as  are  injurious  to 
others,  he  fays,  “  It  does  me  no  injury  for  my  neigh- 
“  bor  to  fay  there  are  twenty  gods,  or  no  god.  It  nei- 
“  ther  picks  my  pocket,  nor  breaks  my  leg.”f  The 
whole  paffage  is  written  with  a  great  degree  of  fpirit. 
It  is  remarkable  for  that  concifenefs,  perfpicuity  and 
force  which  characterize  the  ftyle  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. 
Some  have  ventured,  from  the  words  I  have  quoted 

*  This  ftory  I  had  from  Dr.  Smith  more  than  once,  and  he  told 
it  to,  I  know  not  how  many.  I  applied  to  one  gentleman,  who  I 
knew  had  heard  it  from  Dr.  Smith,  and  we  agreed  in  the 
relation.  There  is  no  poflibility  of  contradicting  it,  except  by  the 
improbable  fuppofition  that  Mazzei  told  a  downright  falfhood. 
Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  moft  faithful,  zealous,  and  fuccefsful 
minifters  in  all  this  country.  His  memory  will  long  be  precious 
to  thofe  who  knew  Jrim* 
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to  bring  even  the  charge  of  atheifm  againfl  him. 
This  is  a  high  charge,  and  it  becomes  us  carefully  to 
examine  the  ground  upon  which  it  refts  ;  though  the 
words  themfelves,  their  connection,  and  the  defign  for 
which  they  are  introduced  may  be  infufficient  to  fup- 
port  it,  yet  there  are  concurrent  circumftances  to  be 
taken  into  confideration,  and  which  will  fix  at  lead  a 
fufpicion.  Thefe  circumftances  are,  the  general  dis¬ 
regard  of  religious  things,  the  allbciates  at  home  and 
correfpondents  abroad,  and  the  principles  maintained 
in  converfation.  With  thefe  things  1  am  not  fo  well 
acquainted  as  many.  I  fhall  only  mention  what  palled 
in  converfation  between  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  diftingu ifhed  talents  and  fervices,  on  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  religion  to  government.  The  gentleman 
infilled  that  fome  religious  faith  and  inllitutions  of 
worfhip,  claiming  a  divine  origin,  were  neceffary  to 
the  order  and  peace  of  fociety.  Mr.  Jefferfon  faid 
that  he  differed  widely  from  him,  and  that cc  he  wifh- 
“  ed  to  fee  a  government  in  which  no  religious  o- 
<c  pinions  were  held,  and  where  the  fecurity  for  pro- 
“  perty  and  focial  order  refted  entirely  upon  the  force. 
“  of  the  laws.”  Would  not  this  be  a  nation  of  Athe- 
ifls  ?  Is  it  not  natural,  after  the  free  declaration  of 
fuch  a  fentiment,  to  fufpeCt  the  man  himfelf  of  Athe¬ 
ifm  ?  Could  one  who  is  impreffed  with  the  exiflence 
of  a  God,  the  Creator,  Preferver,  and  Governor  of  all 
things,  to  whom  we  are  under  a  law  and  accounta¬ 
ble  ;  and  the  infeparable  connection  of  this  truth  with 
the  focial  order  and  the  eternal  happinefs  of  mankind, 
exprefs  himfelf  in  this  manner. 

Putting  the  mofl  favorable  conftruCtion  upon  the 
words  in  the  Notes,  they  are  extremely  reprehenfible. 
Does  not  the  belief  influence  the  practice  ?  How  then 


can  it  be  a  matter  of  indifference  what  a  man  believes  ? 
The  dodtrine,  that  a  man’s  life  may  be  good,  let  his 
faith  be  what  it  may,  is  contradictory  to  reafon  and 
the  experience  of  mankind.  It  is  true  that  a  mere 
opinion  of  my  neighbour  will  do  me  no  injury.  Go¬ 
vernment  cannot  regulate  or  punifh  it.  The  right  of 
private  opinion  is  inalienable.  But  let  my  neighbour 
once  perfuade  himfelf  that  there  is  no  God,  and  he 
will  foon  pick  my  pocket,  and  break,  not  only  my  leg 
but  my  neck .  If  there  be  no  God,  there  is  no  law  ; 
no  future  account ;  government  then  is  the  ordinance  | 
of  man  only,  and  we  cannot  be  fubjedt  for  con¬ 
ference  fake.  No  colours  can  paint  the  horrid  effedls 
of  fuch  a  principle,  and  the  deluge  of  miferies  with 
which  it  would  overwhelm  the  human  race. 

How  ftrongly  foever  Mr.  Jefferfon  may  reafon  j 
againfl  the  punifhment  by  law  of  erroneous  opinions,  I 
even  of  Atheifm,  they  are  not  the  lefs  frightful  and 
dangerous  in  their  confequences.  He  admits  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  rejecting  the  teftimony  of  an  atheift  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  and  of  fixing  a  ftigma  upon  him. 
Juft  fuch  a  ftigma  the  United  States  ought  to  fix  up¬ 
on  himfelf.  Though  neither  the  conflitution,  nor  any 
law  forbids  his  eledtion,  yet  the  public  opinion  ought 
to  difqualify  him.  On  account  of  his  difbelief 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  his  attempts  to  diferedit 
them,  he  ought  to  be  rejedled  from  the  Prefidency. 
No  profeffed  deiff,  be  his  talents  and  acquirements  ;; 
what  they  may,  ought  to  be  promoted  to  this  place  by  fj 
the  fuffrages  of  a  Chriftian  nation.  The  greater  his  ; 
talents  and  the  more  extenfive  his  acquirements,  the 
greater  will  be  his  power  and  the  more  extenfive  his 
influence  in  poifoning  mankind 
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Some  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  being  afham- 
ed  that  he  fhould  be  reputed  an  infidel  and  wifhing 
that  he  had  a  little  religion,  were  it  ever  fo  little, 
whifper  that  he  is  a  fort  of  Chriftian.  Rather  than 
give  him  up,  they  hint  that  he  is  as  good  a  chriftian 
as  Dr.  Prieftley,  or  thereabouts.  I  fhall  not  dispute  a 
moment  whether  he  is  as  good  as  Dr.  Prieftley, 

Dr.  Prieftley  as  bad  as  him ;  but  afk  for  the  proofs 
of  his  profeffmg  chriftianitv  in  any  fliape.  How  does 
he  fpend  the  Lord’s  day  ?  Is  he  known  to  worfhip 
with  any  denomination  of  chriftians  ?  Where  ? 
When  ?  How  often  ?  Though  going  to  church  is  no 
certain  fign  of  a  man  not  being  an  infidel,  any  more 
than  his  pretending  a  regard  for  the  chriftian  religion 
in  his  writings,  yet  a  total  or  habitual  neglect  of  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip,  muft  be  admitted  as  a  ftrong  proof  againft 
him.  That  wretch,  Voltaire  partook  of  the  facrament 
of  the  fupper,  while  he  blafphemed  ChrifL  and  en- 
deavoied,  with  the  malice  of  a  devil,  to  extirpate  his 
religion  from  the  earth.  Hume,  Karnes,  Gibbon, 
and  many  infidels  pretended  a  regard  for  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  while  they  fought  indirectly  and  fecretly  to  de- 
ftroy  its  credibility.  I  have  exhibited  proofs  of  Mr. 
Jefferfon’s  infidelity.  I  wait  for  the  proofs  that  he  is 
as  good  as  even  Dr.  Prieftly,  which  will  be  ftiil  bad 
enough  ;  and  I  fhall  exceedingly  rejoice  if  any  man 
fhould  be  able  to  prove  him  better. 

Let  me  afk  your  attention  farther,  while  I  briefly 
point  out  the  effects  which  the  ele&ion  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon  would  produce. 

1.  It  would  give  us  an  unfavorable  character  with 
foreign  nations.  We  are  as  yet  a  young  nation,  un- 
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der  a  government  recently  formed  ;  and  it  is  of  con- 
fiderable  importance  that  we  obtain  refpeCt  and  confi¬ 
dence  abroad.  There  are  now  jealoufies  of  us  enter¬ 
tained,  and  reproaches  cad  upon  us.  Two  nations 
with  whom  we  are  mod  connected  and  from  whom 
we  have  the  mod  to  fear,  carefully  watch  us,  and  will 
conduct  toward  us  according  to  the  opinion  which 
they  have  of  us.  We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  ei¬ 
ther  of  them,  if  we  fhow  a  proper  fpirit,  deal  judiy 
with  all,  and  reverence  the  commands  of  the  Mod 
High.  I  devoutly  pray  that  we  may  have  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  any  nation  farther  than  is  necedary  for  the 
purpofe  of  commerce ;  and  that  we  may  boad  only 
of  being  Americans . 

Some  may  fuppofe  that  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon  we  will  pleafe  the  French  nation.  Were  this 
true,  dill  it  would  be  a  quedion,  whether  it  is  prudent 
to  do  this,  without  neceffity,  at  the  rifk  of  difpleadng 
another  nation.  But  the  truth  is,  in  my  opinion, 
that  by  his  election,  America  would  expofe  herfelf  to 
the  jud  derifion  of  both.  My  blood  mounts,  when 
I  think  for  a  moment  of  either  Britifn  or  French  giving 
my  country  a  Freddent.  I  defpife  their  threats,  and. 
I  fufpeCt  their  caredes.  Let  them  mind  their  own 
bufmefs.  T  will  pleafe  myfelf,  and  take  care  of  my 
own  concerns.  Flow  dedrable  foever  a  reputation 
with  them  may  be,  unlefs  it  is  founded  on  a  regard 
to  God  and  our  country,  it  cannot  be  folid  and 
lading. 

What  would  be  the  natural  reflections  of  foreign¬ 
ers,  were  Mr.  Jefferfon  our  Prefident  ?  Would  they 
not  fay  ?  “  Either  the  Americans  have  little  impreff- 
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ions  of  religion  and  of  its  being  effential  to  morality 
and  good  government,  or  they  have  few  men  verfed  in 
the  fcience  of  government,  or  they  are  mod  danger- 
oufly  torn  by  party  fpirit ;  otherwise  they  would  not 
have  exalted  by  a  voluntary  choice  fuch  a  man  to  the 
feat  of  the  firft  magiftrate.  Juft  returning  from  the 
tomb  of  the  great  and  good  Wafliington,  they  feem 
to  have  buried  all  their  virtue  with  him.  They  ap¬ 
pear  now  to  be  a  weak,  a  divided,  and  an  irreligious 
people,  doomed  to  diffentions  among  themfelves,  and 
to  be  an  eafy  prey  to  their  ambitious  neighbours.” — 
Yes,  my  fellow  citizens,  there  was  a  Walhington. 
We  (hall  iC  never  look  on  his  fellow  again.”  “  Two 
Wafhingtons  come  not  in  one  age.”  His  name  was,  un¬ 
der  God,  our  fhield  and  defence.  He  honored  God, 
reverenced  his  fabbaths,  and  attended  upon  the  in- 
ftitutions  of  his  worlhip.  He  has  borne  teftimony  in 
his  farewel  addrefs,  that,  6C  religion  and  morality  are 
indifpenfable  fupports  of  political  profperity  infep- 
arably  66  connected  with  private  and  public  felicity.” 
He  raifed  his  country  to  honor  and  happinefs  by  the 
exertion  of  his  talents,  and  ftill  more  by  the  magic  of 
his  virtue.  Let  us  not  infult  his  afhes,  and  debafe 
ourfelves  in  the  fight  of  the  world  by  the  appointment 
of  an  improper  fucceflor. 

2.  Confider  the  effects  which  the  ele&ion  of  any 
man  avowing  the  principles  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  would 
have  upon  our  citizens.  The  effects  would  be,  to  de- 
ftroy  religion,  introduce  immorality,  and  loofen  all 
the  bonds  of  fociety.  Will  it  be  faid,  that  he  is  a  man 
ot  too  much  underftanding  and  prudence  to  meddle 
with  religion,  and  feek  to  diffeminate  his  own  princi¬ 
ples  ?  What  affunnce  have  we  of  this?  We  remem- 
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her  that  Hazael,  when  forewarned  of  the  crimes  which 
he  would  commit,  anfwered,  u  But  what  !  is  thy  fer- 
vant  a  dog;  that  he  ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?”* 
And  yet  he  afterwards  did  it.  But  Mr.  jefferfon  tells 
us  openly  what  his  principles  are  ;  and  we  are  to  pre- 
fu  me  that  he  will  a£t  upon  them.  It  is  a  light  thin 
with  him  to  fay  there  is  no  God .  He  wifhes  to  fee 
government  where  the  people  have  no  religious  opinions 
and- forms  of  worjhip.  If  he  fhould  endeavour  to  car¬ 
ry  thefe  principles  into  operation,  and  we  Ihould  com¬ 
plain,  he  might  fay,  cc  What  right  had  you  to  expert 
otherwife  ?  I  told  you  before  hand  ;  and  after  this  in¬ 
formation  you  entrufted  me.  Had  I  not  a  better  right 
to  conclude,  that  you  rather  approved  of  my  princi¬ 
ples,  than  expected  me  to  renounce  them  ?”  Mr. 
Jefferfon  indeed  has  fhown  us,  that  his  conduct  wiFl 
correfpond  with  his  principles.  We  have  not  forgot¬ 
ten  the  funday-feaft  of  him  and  his  friends  at  Freder- 
ickfburgh,  in  Virginia:,  on  his  return  from  the  fecond 
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feat  in  government. 

'To  do  Mr.  Jefferfon,  however,  more  than  juftice, 
let  us  fuppofe  that  he  will  make  no  attempts  either 
by  word  or  act  to  unfettle  the  religious  belief;  that 
he  will  not  try  his  favorite  project  of  a  government 
without  religion  ;  and  that  he  will  not  think  it  “  high 
“  time  for  this  country  to  get  rid  of  religion  and  the 
<c  clergy  ;”f  will  not  the  liation  of  Prefident  alone 

*  II  Kings,  viii.  13. 

f  This  fentiment  was  expreffed  to  one  of  the  firft  characters  in 
Philadelphia,  by  a  pupil  and  admirer  of  Mr.  Jefferfon.  Sequitur 
paffibus  aqu\s.—-\  have  mentioned  only  in  one  inltance  the  name  ; 
but  all  I  relate  depends  on  the  belt  authority.  I  fhall  not  relate 
feveral  other  things,  merely  be ca ule  I  do  not  fufEciently  know  the 
authority. 
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have  a  mod  baneful  influence  ?  Does  not  every  perfon 
acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  who  is  attentive 
to  the  date  of  manners  in  fociety,  know  that  the 
principles  and  manners  of  thole  called  the  higher 
ranks,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  in  the  adminidration  of 
government,  foon  pervade  all  dalles  ?  Let  the  firft 
magiflrate  be  a  profeffed  infidel,  and  infidels  will  fur- 
round  him.  Let  him  fpend  the  fabbath  in  feading, 
in  vifiting  or  receiving  vifits,  in  riding  abroad,  but 
never  in  going  to  church  ;  and  to  frequent  public 
worfhip  will  become  unfallii enable.  Infidelity  will 
become  the  prattle  from  the  highefl  to  the  lowed  con¬ 
dition  in  life,  and  univerfal  difolutenefs  will  follow. 
“  The  wicked  walk  on  every  fide,  when  the  viled  men 
“  are  exalted.”* 

Though  there  have  been  fome  infidels  whofe  lives 
appeared  to  be  outwardly  regular,  occafioned,  it  may 
be,  by  the  conflitution  of  body  or  peculiar  redraints, 
yet  they  have  been  generally  vicious.  It  is  certain 
that  infidelity  leads  to  licentious  manners  ;  and  thefe 
again  to  the  dedruction  of  all  focial  order  and  happi- 
nefs.  Principles  are  the  fountain  which,  if  corrupted, 
will  fend  forth  impure  dreams.  Epicurus,  it  is  faid, 
was  exemplary  in  his  life ;  but  his  do&rine  that  the 
fupreme  good  of  man  confided  in  pleafure,  ruined 
the  morals  of  the  people.  His  difciples,  taking  his 
words  in  a  grofs  fenfe,  placed  all  their  happinels  in 
bodily  pleafures  and  debauchery.  Hume  was  amiable 
in  his  manners  and  feems  to  have  been  carried  away 
by  the  pride  of  philofophy  ;  but  thoufands  have  em¬ 
braced  his  principles  as  an  excufe  for,  and  an  encou- 

*  Pfalm  xii.  8. 
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ragement  in  their  wickednefs.*  Surely  when  we  con- 
fider  the  principles  which  have  been  induftrioufly  cir¬ 
culated  in  this  country,  and  the  hold  which  they  have 
taken  upon  the  minds  of  many ;  the  want  of  fubor di- 
nation  in  families  ;  the  diffipation ;  the  mercenary 
difpofition  ;  the  party  interefts,  and  the  party  rage  ; 
we  have  juft  occafion  of  great  alarm.  Inftead  of  en¬ 
couraging  in  the  fmalleft  degree  what  would  promote 
and  fyftematize  (if  the  expreffion  be  proper)  thefe 
evils,  every  virtuous  man  ought  boldly  to  item  the 
torrent,  and  to  warn  aloud  his  countrymen  of  the 
impending  danger.  Indifference  or  defpondency  is 
ruin,  A  little  longer  and  it  will  be  too  late.  The 
malady  will  have  feized  the  vitals.  The  whole  mafs 
will  be  corrupted  and  diffolution  enfue.  Who  can 
tell,  whether  yet  by  the  union  and  exertion  of  the 
portion  of  virtue  left  us,  God  may  caufe  that  we  per ijh 
mU 

3.  Let  me  mention  one  consideration  more  of  a 
very  ferious  nature,  and  that  is,  the  difhonor  which 
would  be  done  to  God,  and  the  fear  of  his  difpleafure, 
if  an  oppofer  of  Chriftianity  fhould  be  preferred. 
Were  our  government  not  ele&ive,  there  would  be 
an  excufe  for  a  weak  or  a  bad  man  being  exalted  to 
the  higheft  place.  But  when  this  depends  upon  our 
own  choice,  the  blame  mu  ft  reft  entirely  upon  our- 
felves  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  nation  in  calling  a  deift 
to  the  fipfl  office  muft  be  conftrued  into  no  lefs  than 
rebellion  againft  God.  What  he  faid  refpe&ing  the 

*  Lord  Rochefter,  during  his  lad  illnefs,  often  exclaimed,  u  Mr. 
45  Hobbes  and  the  philofophers  have  b^en  my  ruin  then  putting' 
his  hand  upon  a  large  bible  that  lay  befide  him,  he  cried  out  with 
great  rapture,  “  This,  this  is  the  true  philafophy.” 
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Ifraelites  when  they  requefted  a  king,  he  would  fay 
refpedting  us,  46  they  have  rejected  me,  that  I  fhould 
<c  not  reign  over  them.”*  Though  there  is  nothing 
in  the  conftitution  to  reftrict  our  choice,  yet  the  open 
and  warm  preference  of  a  manifeft  enemy  to  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Chrift,  in  a  Chriftian  nation,  would  be  an 
awful  fymtomof  the  degeneracy  of  that  nation,  and  I 
repeat  it,  a  rebellion  againft  God.  Whatever  might 
be  the  intention,  the  conduct  would  befpeak  nothing 
elfe.  The  want  of  a  teft  or  a  provifion  that  the  fu- 
preme  magiftrate  fhould  be  a  profeiTor  of  Chriftianity 
would  fhow  the  temper  of  the  nation  more  clearly,  and 
render  their  conduct  the  more  ftriking.  We  now 
freely  declare  our  own  choice.  Would  Jews  or  Ma¬ 
hometans,  confidently  with  their  belief,  eledt  a  Chrif¬ 
tian  ?  And  fhall  Chriftians  be  lefs  zealous  and  adtive 
than  them  ?  Shall  we  who  profefs  to  honor  the  Son 
of  God,  willingly  and  deliberately  promote  a  man  who 
difhonors  him  ;  one  who,  if  he  acts  upon  his  belief, 
muft  oppofe  the  propagation  of  what  he  deems  an  im- 
pohtion  upon  mankind  and  the  fource  of  miferies. 
Moft  merciful  God  !  forgive  the  thought  of  the  heart, 
to  take  council  together  againft  thee,  and  againft  thine 

ANOINTED. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  may  be  divided  into 
three  clalfes ;  one  who  are  the  more  intent  upon  his 
election  becaufe  they  believe  him  to  be  an  infidel ; 
another,  who  are  attached  to  his  political  principles, 
but  do  not  wifh,  on  account  of  his  infidelity,  to  fee 
him  Prefident  5  and  a  third,  who  are  in  danger  of 
being  deceived  and  led  aftray  by  the  fide  which  they 


* 


i.  Sam.  viii.  j. 
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have  efpoufed.  With  the  fird,  no  argument  of  mine 
.  can  be  ekpeded  to  prevail.  The  fofted  name  which 
I  lhall  receive  from  them  is  bigot,  zealot,  and  enthu- 
fiad.  They  will  prefer  Eledors,  if  they  can  enfure 
them,  who  are  infidels ;  and  if  Eledors  themfelves, 
they  will  vote  for  Mr.  Jefferfon.  To  the  fecond  clafs 
nothing  need  be  faid,  for  they  feel  and  will  do  their 
duty.  It  is  with  the  third  and  lad  clafs  I  would  reafon 
a  little,  in  the  mod  folemn,  affedionate,  and  earned 
manner. 

Do  you  believe  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  an  oppofer  of 
divine  revelation  ?  Can  any  doubt  remain  ki  your 
minds  after  the  evidence  which  has  been  produced  ? 
Gr  have  you  only  a  bare  fufpicion  of  him  ?  Then  you 
ought  not  to  promote  his  eledion.  Confcience  is  not 
fafe,  while  there  is  a  doubt  or  fufpicion.  Do  you  ad¬ 
mit  the  remoted  danger  of  the  confequences  which 
have  been  pointed  out  ?  Why  then  would  you  choofe 
him  ?  Where  is  the  necedity  of  any  rifk  at  all  ?  Are 
there  not  other  charaders  againft  whom  there  are  not 
the  fame  objedions,  and  who  are  qualified  to  admini- 
fter  the  government  ?  Do  not  apprehend  me  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  other  candidates.*  At  the  fame  time 
I  will  fay  nothing  againd  them.  They  are,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  irreproachable.  But  there  are  many 
others,  and  you  know  that  there  are,  who  would  fill 
the  office  of  Prefident  with  reputation  and  ufefulnefs. 
Necedity,  therefore,  you  cannot  plead  ;  and  I  will 
venture  it  as  my  ferious  opinion,  that  rather  than  be 
inftruraental  in  the  eledion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  it  would 
be  more  acceptable  to  God  and  beneficial  to  the  inter- 
efts  of  your  country,  to  throw  away  your  votes. 

*  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Adams. 
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Do  you  fay  that  there  has  long  been  a  complaint 
againfl  the  meafures  of  government  ?  we  wilh  to  make 
a  change  ;  and  at  any  rate,  there  can  be  no  harm  in 
trying  other  men  ?  Be  it  fo.  But  let  your  choice  be 
wife  and  prudent.  Have  a  regard  for  the  honor  of 
God,  and  the  welfare  of  your  country.  Beware  of 
approaching  near  to  a  lurrender  of  judgment  and  con- 
fcience  to  any  political  views. 

Some  time  hereafter  you  will  thank  me  for  what  I 
am  now  going  to  fay,  and  pronounce  it  to  be  a  falu- 
tary  truth.  At  prelent  you  will  hardly  bear  it.  If 
Mr.  Jefferfon  fhould  be  the  Prefident,  and  fhould  ad- 
minifler  the  government  with  the  higheft  political 
wifdom,  your  complaints  will  be  as  numerous  and  as 
grevious,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fhort  time,  as  they  are  now. 
It  never  has  been,  never  will  be,  and  never  can  be 
otherwife  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  human  affairs. 
Mankind  are  impatient  under  juft  government.  The 
outs  murmur  againfl  the  ins .  All  the  expedants  of 
office  cannot  be  gratified.  The  greater  part,  change 
ever  fo  often,  muft  be  wofully  difappointed.  “  Party 
is  the  madnefs  of  many  for  the  gain  of  a  few.”  “  The 
gamefter  always  complains  that  the  cards  are  badly 
Ihuffled  until  he  gets  a  good  hand.” 

You  may  hear,  as  ufual,  many  ftories  circulated, 
and  much  abufe.  You  may  hear  the  minifters  of 
Chrift  affailed.  You  may  hear  the  fads  which  I  have 
Hated  denied  or  mifreprefented.  If  admitted,  fome 
may  offer  to  be  fureties  for  Mr.  Jefferfon,  that  he 
will  not  interfere  with  religious  concerns.  I  beg  you 
not  to  depend  upon  fureties  who  may  themfelves  be 
bankrupts  in  the  faith.  Such  will  feek  to  banter  you 
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out  of  your  confcientious  fcruples,  and  if  they  can¬ 
not,  will  give  you  ftrong  aflfurance.  It  is  a  cafe  in 
which  you  cannot  admit  a  furety.  The  queftion  is 
not  what  he  will  do ,  but  what  he  is.  Is  he  an  infidel  ? 
then  you  cannot  ele£t  him  without  betraying  your 
Lord.  No  circumftance  can  warrant  your  preference 
of  him.  I  beg  you  alfo  to  remark,  that  a  character 
muft  be  fufpicious  when  great  pains  are  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  clear  it  up.  Why  all  thefe  pains,  and 
what  need  of  fureties  ?  There  is  a  fhort  and  eafy  way 
to  fettle  the  whole  bufinefs.  Let  Mr.  JefFerfon  only 
fet  his  name  to  the  firft  part  of  the  apoftle’s  creed . 
ct  I  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
heaven  and  earth.  And  in  Jefus  Chrift,  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  our  Lord.”  Can  the  miniflers  of  the 
gofpel,  who  are  jealous  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  people  to  wrhom  Chrilt  is  precious,  require  and 
expert  lefs  ?— You  will  hear  it  faid,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  character  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  he  is  not  worfe 
than  many  of  thofe  who  cenfure  him.  Were  this 
true,  it  would  not  excufe  his  election.  To  choofe  a 
bad  man  becaufe  others  are  bad,  can  never  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  unlefs  all  are  equally  bad.  That  we  have 
no  unexceptionable  chara&ers,  I  aver  is  not  true.  Be- 
fides  it  is  not  true  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  as  good  as  his 
opponents,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  ought  to  be  taken. 
Though  a  man  profeffing  Chriftianity  may  be  as  im¬ 
moral  in  his  conduct  as  a  man  profefiing  infidelity,  yet 
who  of  thefe  two  is  the  bell  man  to  put  into  a  place  of 
high  truft  and  extenfive  influence,  is  totally  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  queflion*  I  contend  that  the  man  profeffing  chrif- 
tianity  is  infinitely  fafer  ;  and  that  Chriftians  cannot, 
confidently  with  the  didates  of  their  confluence,  and 
the  obligations  which  they  owe  to  their  Divine  Re- 
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deemer,  voluntarily  choofe  any  other.  The  profeffion 
will  have  great  weight  with  the  community  ;  it  will, 
more  or  lefs,  reflrain  the  man  himfelf,  and  may  op¬ 
erate  in  time  to  the  entire  reformation  of  his  life.  But 
on  the  infidel  we  have  no  hold.  In  what  way  will  you 
bind  him  who  has  broken  the  bands  of  religion  affun- 
der  and  caff  away  its  cords  from  him  l 

Will  youthen,  my  fellow-citizens,  with  all  this  evi¬ 
dence,  and  all  thefe  confequences  before  you,  vote  for 
electors  who  you  believe  will  vote  for  Mr.  Jefferfon  \ 
or,  if  you  are  electors  will  you  vote  for  him  your- 
felves  r  Can  you  do  either  of  thefe  with  a  clear  judg¬ 
ment,  a  peaceful  confcience,  and  an  unfhaken  hand  ? 
If  you  can,  do  it.  Let  nothing  warp  you  from  that  line 
of  conduct  which  an  enlightened  confcience  directs,  and 
the  great  Judge  of  all  will  approve.  As  to  myfelf,  were 
Mr.  Jefferfon  connected  with  me  by  the  neareft  ties  of 
blood,  and  did  I  owe  him  a  thoufand  obligations,  I 
would  not,  and  could  not  vote  for  him.  No  ;  fooner 
than  ftretch  forth  my  hand  to  place  him  at  the  head 
of  the  nation,  “  Let  mine  arm  fall  from  my  fhoulder- 
blade,  and  my  arm  be  broken  from  the  bone.”*  I 
can  exalt  no  man  who  reviles  my  Saviour.  We  have 
feen  tokens  of  the  divine  difpleafure  for  feveral  years 
pad ;  and  fliould  the  Prefidential  chair  be  permitted 
to  become  the  feat  of  the  fcornful,”  I  muff  confi- 
der  it  as  an  awful  frown  from  Heaven,  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  miferies.  Natural  peftilence  is  mercy  compar¬ 
ed  with  moral ;  and  no  nation  can  be  more  unhappy 
than  to  forfake  God,  and  to  be  given  up  by  him.  If 
to  this  we  are  doomed,  may  the  years  be  ihortened  ! 
and  may  even  you,  the  unwary  inftruments  of  drawing 


*  Job  xxxi.  32. 
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clown  the  calamities,  be  fheltered,  and  obtain  the  for- 
givenefs  of  God  and  your  country  ! 

To  conclude,  I  have  not  fet  my  name  to  this  ad- 
drefs ;  not  becaufe  I  am  eithei  afraid  or  afhamed  ;  but 
becaufe  I  wifh  it  to  be  fairly  judged  by  its  own  merits 
diftindt  from  every  other  coniideration.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  I  wifh  to  be  always  concealed ;  at  the  fame 
time,  if  any  apparent  neceffity  fhould  occur,  I  fhall 
immediately  become  known.  I  would  feel  criminal  had 
I  expreffed  myfelf  with  lefs  warmth.  I  rather  fear  that 
I  have  not  rifen  to  what  the  caufe  demanded.  Againft 
Mr.  Jefferfon  I  have  no  perfonal  refentment.  lie  and 
I  can  never  be  competitors  for  any  place  of  honor  and 
emolument.  Separate  him  from  his  principles,  and 
I  could  write  his  eulogium.  Let  me  farther  repeat, 
that  no  anfwer  is  intended  in  this  addrefs  to  his  philo- 
fophical  and  religious  principles  ;  that  the  fmgle  thing 
intended,  is  to  fhow  that  thefe  principles  are  contrary 
to  what  we  are  taught  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  that 
for  this  reafon  alone,  he  ought  not  to  be  honored  and 
entrufled  with  the  Prefidency  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


JJESIDES  the  paffages  which  I  have  quoted  from  Mr. 

Jejferfon’s  Notes ,  there  is  one  of  fo  extraordinary  and 
dangerous  a  nature ,  that  it  ought  not  to  efcape  animadvert 
fion.  •  In  page  ioo,  he  fays ,  “  Were  it  made  a  queftion 
whether  no  laws ,  as  among  the  favage  Americans ,  or  too 
much  law ,  as  among  the  civilized  Europeans ,  fubmits 
man  to  the  greatefi  evil ,  one  who  has  feen  both  conditions 
of  exi/lence ,  would  pronounce  it  to  be  the  lajl  ;  and  that 
the  Jheep  are  happier  of  themf elves ,  than  under  care  of 
the  wolves .  It  will  be  faid,  that  great  focieties  cannot 
exift  without  government .  The  favages  therefore  break 
them  into  fmall  ones.”  Here  is  a  preference  plainly  given 
of  favage  to  civilized  life .  When  this  is  taken  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  fentim&nt  advanced  about  the  belief  of  a 
God,  thofe  who  have  read  Robifon  and  Barruel  will 
clearly  perceive  the  principles  of  the  Illuminati  in  Eu¬ 
rope .  Their  leading  principles ,  are  no  religion  and  no 
government  ;  that  the  inftitution  of  thefe  has  introduced 
mifery  ;  and  that  they  muft  be  banijhed  before  mankind 
can  enjoy  that  happinefs  for  which  nature  intended  them . 

Who  are  we  to  underjiand  by  the  wolves !  Will  Mr. 
ffferfon  fay,  that  he  means  defpots  or  tyrants  ?  This 
would  be  Jhifting  the  queftion  ;  for  he  fpeaks  of  nations 
in  which  the  law  governs #  In  abfolute  governments 9  the 


will  of  the  monarch ,  and  not  the  law  is  fupreme .  In 
fuch  governments ,  there  is  not  too  much,  but  too  little 
law.  It  has  ever  been  thought  befi  in  a  free  government 
to  ejlablifh  every  thing  by  law ,  and  to  leave  as  little  as 
poffible  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  men  ;  and  if  evil  arifes 
from  the  multiplicity  of  laws ,  it  is  a  lefs  evil  than  to  have 
no  law .  If  Mr.  Jefferfon  means  that  any  government 
is  a  wolf,  in  this  he  contradicts  the  apojlle  Paul ,  who 
calls  government ,  “  The  ordmance  of  Godfi  and  the  of¬ 
ficers  ,  “  God's  minifters What  he  compares  is  no  law, 
and  too  much  law.  Does  he  mean  that  the  American 
favagcs  have  no  law  ?  In  this  he  is  miftaken .  They 
have  a  government  and  laws  which  cuftom  has  ejlablifhed. 
Or ,  does  he  mean  that  their  form  of  government  is  the 
bejl  ?  I  hen  he  prefers  monarchy  or  ariftocracy  to  de?no- 
cracy  ;  for  their  government  by  Sachems  or  Chiefs  par¬ 
takes  more  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter.  In  Jhort ,  I 
fee  no  way  to  reconcile  Mr.  Jefferfon  with  himjelf  much 
lefs  with  the  opinions  of  the  wifeft  men ,  and  the  precepts 
of  religion.  As  to  thefavages  breaking  the  great  focie- 
ties  into  fmall  ones,  1  need  only  fay ,  that  by  fo  doing ,  room 
is  made  for  more  Sachems,  but  I  doubt  whether  more  free¬ 
dom  and  happinefs  are  introduced.  Were  the  United 
States  broken  into  fever al  republics ,  more  ambitious  men 
would  be  gratified ,  but  the  people  would  be  lefs  happy. 

What  I  have  principally  in  view ,  is  to  fix  the  attention 
upon  the  fpirit  of  infidelity  which  the  poffage  breathes . — 
Some  infst  that  before  the  gofpel  can  be  preached  with  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  Indians ,  they  mufl  be  civilized.  If  this  opin¬ 
ion  be  juft ,  then  Mr.  Jefferfon ,  thinking  them  happier  in 
their  uncivilized  fate ,  mu  ft  be  oppofed  to  preachirg  the 
gofpel  among  them.  Others  affert  with  my f elf  that  to 


*  Romans  xiii.  2.  6« 


preach  the  go/pel  among  them  is  the  great  mean  to  civilize 
them .  If  this  opinion  be  juft,ftill  Mr.  Jefferfon  oppofes 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpeL  The  fheep ,fays  he ,  are  hap¬ 
pier  of  themfelves,  than  under  care  of  the  wolves.— 
Thus,  the  happieft ft  ate  of  man  is,  according  to  the  sage  of 
Monti  cello,  to  be  without  law,  without  government ,  and 
without  religion  ;  to  continue  juft  as  he  was  born ,  “  a 
wild  afes  colt  ” 


«v 


